
 

NYS Commodore’s 

     Newsletter August 2022 

Dear NYS Yacht Squadron Members, 

Wishing you, your family and friends all the very best, and I hope you are keeping well and safe. 

Hopefully you have also been able to visit the club and been able to get out and do some boating.  

Things are starting to get back to normal around the club after two and a half years of not being able to do many of 

the things that we all enjoy so much. Covid is still with us, and we need to remain cautious as best we can, but we 

can now move on and get things going again so that we can enjoy many of the activities and events that our 

wonderful club has to offer. There are many dates and events that you need to put into your calendars for club 

activities and of course the more you get involved the more you get out of your club  

SOCIAL SCENE 

On the social scene, of course we have our regular Saturday night get togethers which includes our Members’ Draw; 

as I write this it now stands at $375.00 and goes up by $25.00 per week if the winner is not present, (but you have to 

BE present to win). Saturday nights are really ramping up with much jovial fellowship to be had. If you have not been 

coming to Saturday nights, come along, you are very welcome and you will meet lots of new friends with similar 

interests in boating, sailing, and fishing. Of course, we have our very affordable bar which offers drinks at very low 

costs, and you are also always welcome to bring friends and family. We have two billiard tables in the lower level for 

those who wish to participate in a game. The BBQ is available, and some members bring take away meals. We usually 

also have some party pies, tea and coffee available at no cost.  

IMPORTANT DATES 

AGM on Saturday, October 15th at 2.00pm 

Please put this date in your dairies and attend if you can as it is an important time to see what your club is doing. It is 

also when we hold the election of the Committee and each year there is an opportunity for members to stand for 

various positions if they wish assist in the running of our fabulous club. This year we also hope to present the 

proposed works to the building which the Building Subcommittee, under the leadership of Nick Blackmore, have 

been working on for two years. Very exciting!  

Under the Squadron Rules, each year six positions come up for election, and the following positions that are up for 

election this year are; Vice Commodore (Noel Street is retiring and we have one member who has put their hand up, 

so far),  Treasurer, (Dennis Loweth has re-nominated for the position and would like to continue on) , Boating 

Secretary  (Jim McWilliam is retiring and we have one member also who has put their hand up, so far) Motor Boat 

and Fishing (Ray Mascaro has only recently been appointed and he wishes to stay on and has re-nominated), 

Training Officer (John Baragwanath has indicated he wishes to stay on and is re-nominating), Building Officer (Nick 

Blackmore has also re-nominated and wishes to stay on). Another position that will become available is Rear 

Commodore; Michal Dixon wishes to retire from the position, so we are looking for a suitable candidate to volunteer 

for this important position. I would like to thank the members that are retiring from Committee this year and wish 

them the very best and thank them for their hard work and input into the club. Also, for those who are re-

nominating and nominating for positions, on behalf of the club I also would like to thank them for volunteering for 

these important positions. Please attend the AGM and we always finish the day with an hour of complimentary 

drinks and a few nibbles. 

In the last newsletter I mentioned the installation of solar panels for the club.  We are still exploring options and are 

hopeful of obtaining a Grant to reduce the cost, so it is work in progress.  

 



Kid’s Fishing Day on Sunday 16th October  

Ray, our Motorboat and Fishing Officer, has organised a Kid’s 

Fishing Day for kids 12 years and under. Each child who registers 

will receive a special fishing rod kit and afterwards we will have a 

family BBQ put on by the club. Parents or grandparents of course 

will need to be present to help supervise and it should be a fun 

day. All are welcome: members and members friends.  A flyer will 

be emailed out with further information. 

Working Bee Sunday November 6th  

Starting around 9.00am will be the Club’s Annual Working Bee. This traditionally is to prepare the club for the 

important Opening Day held the following week. This is an opportunity when members can put in some effort and 

help spruce the place up for the season. It is always a great day; everyone works hard but has a bit of fun at the same 

time and gets a chance to meet many new members. Morning tea is supplied, and we finish with a BBQ and a few 

drinks on the club.  Please come along and help get our club sparkling. Further information will be emailed closer to 

the date. 

Opening Day Saturday November 12th  

This year is Opening Day is particularly important as we are also celebrating our 

60-year Anniversary. There will be gifts to celebrate this auspicious event for 

those who attend. The day starts around 2.00pm, we have the traditional Sail 

Past where yachts and motorboats and their participants dress up and sail past 

the Commodore to celebrate the opening of the season. We then have a guest 

speaker, this year our speaker is Hamish Hughes who is a past Commodore and 

with his parents was one of our founding members, so he has been involved in 

the club a very long time and has a wealth of knowledge on the history of the 

club.  We always have some music and then we open the bar for 

complimentary drinks and refreshments. We also ask that those who attend 

bring a plate to share. It is always a wonderful day, if you haven’t joined us for 

an opening day, this is a must and not to be missed. Further information will be 

emailed closer to the date. 

Annual Christmas Dinner Saturday 3 December 

 We will holding our Annual Christmas Dinner at the club. This is always a fantastic event, fully catered 

for and with a band to dance the night away. The seating is limited to 80 people, you are welcome to 

invite friends, but it is first in best dressed, so book early to get your table. This event will be 

advertised well before the time so keep an eye out for details.  

TRAINING  

On Sunday 7th August we held a very successful First Aid Course for members, with nine participants who all enjoyed 

the course and have now received their certificates. Another first aid training day has been organised for those who 

missed out, it is set for Sunday 13th November, we already have 9 members who have registered so far which means 

we only have 3 more spots available. If you are keen, contact our Safety Officer, Florian Andrighetto at 

admin@nys.org.au.  Florian has also brought to our attention that the State Government is preparing to shake up the 

rules related to boating. This includes the phasing out of 27Meg radios, the phasing out of flares, changes to the 

boating licences and use of life jackets among other things. If you want a say about these changes, go to 

engage.vic.gov.au and contribute. We did also schedule a professional online Radio course but unfortunately, we 

did not receive great interest in the course put forward. It has been brought to our attention that to operate a VHF 

radio it is law that owners need to have completed a course and have a VHF Radio Certificate.  We understand that 

many of our members have not completed a course, so we intend to hold a series of in-house courses for members 

in the near future.  
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SAILING  

The Winter Stern Chaser Series is nearly finished with a good race on the 30th July. The last Winter Series race is 

being held Saturday 27 August. Hopefully we will have fair weather and good participation. If you wish to get 

involved in racing, these races are perfect for beginners who are still learning as each boat leaves on their own time 

as is handicapped, so the slower boats go first giving everyone a good chance for a win on the day and there is no 

pressure at the start line. The courses are fairly easy, so why not get your yacht out, get a crew and give it a go. 

Briefing is at the Club House at 11.00 am on the day.   

Saturday 10th September, we start our Aggregate Series. The dates for this series will be listed in our NYS Quarterly 

Magazine and on our club website www.nys.org.au 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Over the last month it gives me great pleasure to welcome the following New Members: Joanne McDonnell and 

Matt Rowe & Andrew and Rae Humphries. 

Hopefully these new Members will join in and make the best of their memberships, some may even have time to 

volunteer to assist the club in some way, be it social, marina, finance, technology, gardening etc. Obviously the more 

you put into a club the more you get out of the club, so join in and have great fun at NYS. When you meet new 

members, please make them feel welcome, hopefully you will see them at out Saturday night functions.  

Wishing all members safe boating and as always, I look forward to seeing you around the club and contact me if need 

as I am always pleased to hear from members.  

 

Best Wishes  

Peter Buitenhuis  

Commodore NYS 

  

 

 


